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Schramm's rear, towards Pillau. About 7 p.m. Kalkreuth
attempted, by a sortie on the Nehmng, to prevent Schramm's
establishment, but was beaten off. Measures were at once
taken to secure Schramm's position by field works in all
directions: towards Pillau, towards Danzig, and towards
Weichselmunde. A bridge over the Vistula was constructed
above Danzig.

A general sortie attempted by the garrison, with the
object of destroying such works as the besiegers had already
constructed, was repulsed. Lefebvre had now collected
sufficient troops to warrant him in opening the regular

The question was debated as to the point of attack, and
was really decided by Chasseloup, the well-known engineer,
to whose counsels Lefebvre was directed to defer in all
technical matters. The decision was that the real attack
should be on the Hagelsberg front. To divert attention, a
false attack was to be made on the Bischofsberg front, and
another on the entrenched camp of Neufahrwasser.t

It was also very necessary to subdue the works on the
left bank of the Lower Vistula, connecting Danzig and
Weichselmunde. The ground about them, marshy, and cut
up by canals, was extremely unfavourable to the construction
of solid works of approach. Schramm was now securely
fortified in the Nehrung, his left supported by a village
towards the Lower Vistula, his right resting on the sea. His
orders were, as far as possible, to intercept communication
between Danzig and Weichselmunde.

On the night of the 1st to 2nd April, the first parallel
was opened, to a length of 400 yards, on the crest of the
Ziganckenberg, at a distance of 1600 yards from the enemy's
works of the Hagelsberg. The operation was completely

* Napoleon was, so early as the 31st March, urging expedition in the siege
on Lefelme (Corr. 12,245),

On the previous day, he had appointed, to command the artillery of the siege,
Lariboisiere, a trusted officer (Corr. 12,234, dated 30th March).

t For reasons as to the best point of attack, see note ante, p. 289.